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ƷLayout for a CAFO Facility 
 

Name, address, phone number 

County, township, section number 

Drain maps, drains leaving the property within a 1 mile radius 

Aerial map, GPS 

Plat Book 

Health department will have how many wells,  the septic system,  

CNMP if available 

Drive around the block of the facility, locate all tile risers, gate valves, buildings on property, is there 

irrigation (pivot or travel), drag lines, hoses, pipes, digging 

What type of manure handling equipment, how many of each, manure semis, liquid haulers, solids 

haulers. 

Observations ï how many houses in this block, orchards, businesses, houses for sale. 

Find out soil type if possible 

Topographic map 

Are there open drains or ditches, creeks, streams, lakes, etc. 

Has there been any tiling?  New ditches, or cleaning of existing ditches. 

Draw a map showing everything you find 

Register of Deeds will show properties bought, name and address of facility, if the property has been 

signed up for agricultural agreements, development rights, name changes, tax liens 

County treasurer- tax records, descriptions of properties 



CHALLENGES 

 

No clear performance standards for 

CAFOs 

No central database for all information 

No clearly defined strategy to protect water 

and air quality 

No training of staff for enforcement 

No identification of pollutants of concern 

Subsidy Elimination 

Elimination of the liquid  

waste system. 

Change practices and  

standards that are not  

adequate to protect public 

 health or the  

environmentééé.. 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

 

Decreased Quality of Life 

Road Damage 

Taxes 

Property Values 

Well Water 

Health Problems 

Taxes  

Dissension in the Community 

Water Contamination 

Air pollution 

Disease 

Pathogens 

Virusesééé.. 

                          ééééééé 

                            



ƷField Observations 
 

Location ï have map showing section numbers, crossroads ( US 127 east side 

north of Donnelly Road) 

Drains- open drains, tile risers, creeks, ditches, streams, etc. 

Are they using liquid or solids? 

Are they surface applying or incorporating? 

What crop is in the field? 

Corn, wheat, soybeans, hay, rye oats  is it a growing crop or harvested crop? 

Are they disking, plowing, or chisel plowing? 

What type of equipment are they applying with tractor and tanker, semi, 

terragator, solids spreader? 

Weather conditions ï chec  www.NOAA.com  copy or send forecast to yourself.  

Weather at the time of application (rain, snow, melt, etc.) 

How many times have they applied this field? 

Take pictures 



 

ƷWater Observations 
 

SMELL the WATER 

Looks,  what does the water look like ïwhat color, 

which direction does it flow, is it flowing, turbid, foamy, 

take pictures! 

Is there any housing near this drain? 

Take your pictures, samples, DO before you call in a 

discharge. 

If you have a DO meter, take a picture of reading  on 

the meter with water in the background (  This will give 

you evidence of temperature, DO, looks of the water, 

time and date on your camera)! 

If you suspect a discharge take a picture of your water 

samples at the location. 



ƷFiling a Complaint 
 

PEAS Hotline  - 800-292-4706 

Tell the PEAS operator you have a manure discharge to waters of the state! 

Your name, address, phone number, what company your with 

Name, address, phone number of the facility that is discharging 

Location ï township, county, section number 

Know which drains it is discharging to if  possible  ( example:  roadside ditch on the west 

side of US 127 south  to Fisher Lake) 

DO NOT CALL IN FALSE ALARMS, you will lose credibility. 

 

ƷTWO MINUTE RULE!  Do not stay at a site any longer than necessary.  You do not 

want to draw attention to what you are doing.   

NO CONFRONTATION if at all possible, drive away you can come back later.  Take 

pictures if they follow you, or if they come at you, etc. 

Local roads in Michigan are 33 feet from the center of the road for road right of way, state 

highways vary from 50 to 100 feet from the center of the road,   obtain a map from 

MDOT for the location you will be monitoring on a state highway( areas vary). 

NO TRESPASSING!!!!!  OBEY the LAWS! 



Drinking water downstream 



Good vs. Bad 










