In-District Program, Michigan Chapter Legislative Committee

Guide for In-District Leaders/Meetings with House Reps
Start planning your meeting by visiting the Sierra Club’s In-District Meeting Website at: http://www.michigan.sierraclub.org/democracy/articles/In-Districts.html. All the materials you need for a great meeting exist on this website!
Setting up the meeting

1.  Start by calling a legislator’s office to set up a meeting with constituents, and ask for a date and time.  Reps are in their districts on Mondays, Fridays and Saturday.  They usually have a regular “Coffee Hour” to see constituents; however, you want a separate meeting time, if possible, in order to have the rep or senator’s full attention on Sierra Club issues.  Request a daytime (business hours), and evening and/or Saturday morning options.  You will also want a suggestion for a place to meet, usually a coffee house, library or restaurant in the district – the lawmaker may have a preference. 
2.  Once you have a day and time for the meeting, it’s time to send out an e-mail to Sierra Club members in the district to invite them to participate in the meeting.  Mike Berkowitz will provide the list, with e-mail addresses and phone numbers.  (Please make sure the messages don’t show everybody’s e-mail address by putting all e-mail addresses into the Blind Copy (BC) field in your e-mail program– I can help with that if necessary).  Ask people to respond promptly.

3.  It is likely you’ll find that some potential participants have had no experience of talking face-to-face with elected officials.  In such cases, offer assurances that people attending the meeting are expected to join the discussion as they feel comfortable doing.  You, as the leader, are prepared to take the main responsibility to deliver the Sierra Club message.
4.  Aim for 6 to 8 participants, and no less than three, including you. (Perhaps you’ll need to make some phone calls). 
Preparing for the meeting 
1.  You will probably want to learn more about your legislator.  These websites are helpful: 
House Democrats: http://www.housedems.com/ 
House Republicans: http://www.gophouse.com/ 
Senate Democrats: http://www.senate.michigan.gov/dem/ 

Senate Republicans: http://www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/ 

You can also call Mike Berkowitz at 517-484-2372 for info on your legislator, their environmental voting record, and for ideas about what to talk to that legislator about.

To look up the bills your Rep or Senator has sponsored in the current session, look under their name at: 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(11oaj045ra1xyd3dh5efyi45))/mileg.aspx?page=SponsorSearch
2.  In advance of the meeting, check out the Sierra Club’s In-District website containing all the materials you’ll need for your meeting.  It will be helpful for participants to have these in advance of the meeting; please forward a link to the In-District website to people attending the meeting. http://michigan.sierraclub.org/democracy/articles/In-Districts.html
After the meeting

1.  Please send a thank you note (e-mail or USPS) to the Rep, offering again to pass on his/her concerns to the Sierra Club staff (Mike Berkowitz).

2.  Send an e-mail to Sierra Club members who participated, thanking them and reminding them that these meetings are intended to take place every three months or so.  Also, please ask them to send their reactions to you. Please forward the names and email addresses of participants to lydfisch@mindspring.com and mike.berkowitz@sierraclub.org.  

3.  Send in a short report with your impressions about the meeting, any follow-ups that were promised or would be useful, and any comments on the Rep’s handling of the meeting plus his/her demeanor and attitude about the issues you discussed. Use the Lobby Report Form on the In-District Website at: http://www.michigan.sierraclub.org/democracy/articles/In-Districts.html. Please forward a copy to lydfisch@mindspring.com and mike.berkowitz@sierraclub.org. 

