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Pass a Clean, Local Energy Policy

Retail stores, industrial facilities, homeowners and farmers should be able install clean energy facilities (like wind turbines or solar panels) and be able to make a fair profit. Allowing everyone to participate in clean energy ventures will result in “distributed generation,” where small energy generators are feeding power to the grid throughout the state. Customers consume the clean energy close to where it is produced, reducing loss of energy over transmission lines. By creating a strong statewide market for wind turbines and solar panels, energy developers of all kinds will locate in Michigan to take advantage of our robust clean energy market.  
Development of Wind Energy
Development of Michigan’s on and off-shore wind resources will produce significant quantities of clean energy while creating thousands of jobs in the state. However, Michigan lacks the regulatory framework for deciding how and where the development of wind power should take place offshore. The Great Lakes Offshore Wind Council mapped appropriate offshore locations for wind generation, as well as developed comprehensive recommendations for a regulatory framework. These recommendations should be translated into legislation and enacted as soon as possible. Having an appropriate regulatory process in place will ensure that Michigan develops its offshore wind potential in a way that protects the environment, balances our use of the Great Lakes, respects the attitudes of shoreline communities and involves the public in the decision making process. 
Fund Environmental Protection

Over the last decade, funding for environmental protection has plummeted from about $100 million to about $25 million. Michigan’s environmental laws have always been more protective than the federal minimum standards. Sierra Club strongly opposes any effort to weaken Michigan’s environmental protection laws or programs. Funding for DEQ and DNR permits and enforcement are critical for both the resources they protect and for the developers who do business in Michigan. Our ground water, abundant surface waters, wetlands and shorelines are the foundation of our critically important tourism industry and our high quality of life.
Remove Barriers to Energy Efficiency

The legislature must eliminate barriers to maximizing the use of energy efficiency, ensuring that ratepayers’ dollars are invested in the most cost-effective and job-creating energy resource.

Weatherizing homes and businesses, upgrading appliances, and modernizing lighting, heating and cooling systems could produce as much as 5,000 MW of power (the equivalent of 10 medium sized coal plants), while creating thousands of permanent jobs and invigorating the economy.
End Subsidies for Unsustainable Biofuel/Biomass Projects

While Michigan and all states need to move forward with research and development of appropriate bio-based energy, it must be done with care and a guarantee of sustainability. Currently, however, Michigan is using tax dollars to subsidize projects that are both economically and environmentally unsustainable.

Develop a Regulatory Framework for Hydraulic Fracturing

The Michigan legislature must enact a comprehensive Michigan-specific framework to protect the public and our water resources from new forms of gas extraction (such as hydrofracking). That framework should include mechanisms to protect water sources, public disclosure of chemicals used in the process, and bonding requirements to ensure that, if pollution occurs, resources exist to remediate the situation. Given the fact that hydraulic fracturing has caused significant pollution in other states, it only makes sense to develop the regulatory framework before damage occurs.  Natural gas could be an important fuel for Michigan only if it can be extracted safely and sustainably. 

Maintain Permitting for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs)
Michigan’s 200 or so large CAFOs now operate under water pollution discharge permits. This has made a measurable difference in reducing pollution discharges to surface waters in rural communities, which lead to the Great Lakes. The Michigan Legislature must continue the current level of protection of rural communities and our water resources by keeping large CAFOs under permit and not weakening any of the standards which protect public health.
Improve Children’s Environmental Health

Our goals are to remove hazardous chemicals from articles and toys made for use by children, phase out pharmaceutical use of lindane (a toxic substance used to control lice), phase out mercury containing devices, support the adoption of Green Chemistry, and restrict the production and sale of products containing the toxic, persistent flame retardant deca-BDE.
Reduce Diesel Pollution in Michigan

We wish to create a state fund to finance diesel vehicle retrofits, create a state "lead by example" policy that requires vehicles owned, operated, or leased by the state to have the best available diesel emission reduction technology, and to establish idling limitations for all diesel vehicles.
Mass Transit

We believe the Legislature should allow the formation of regional transportation authorities to build and fund public transit. This will help reduce fuel consumption and trim down carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide output. Examples of projects include the light rail line in Detroit and the Detroit-Ann Arbor train transport.

Environmental Justice

The Sierra Club’s policies are based upon a foundation of Environmental Justice. Sierra Club believes that all people, regardless of geographic location or socio-economic status, have a right to a clean and healthy environment and the right to effectively participate in their government in order to achieve that end; that we should be working to eliminate pollution from all sources; and that the precautionary principle should be relied upon to ensure the public’s protection from potentially harmful activities. The full text of the Sierra Club’s Environmental Justice policy can be found at: http://www.michigan.sierraclub.org/issues/healthycommunities/environmentaljustice.html
Please contact the Sierra Club Michigan Chapter office at (517) 484-2372 for more information.

